Farming communities effectively involved in nutrient reduction measures

Three environmental NGOs from Bulgaria, Romania Bladdova received a joint grant of
USD 34, 987 from the UNDP/GEF Danube Regional RtaqjpRP), supporting cross border
initiatives within the Danube Basin. The large o#gil granting program, now in its second
phase, assists trans-boundary cooperative effartes$toration and protection of the Danube.
The DRP grants program in the Danube Basin countise managed by the Regional
Environmental Center for Central and Eastern Eur@EC) through its head office in
Hungary and in cooperation with the REC countryice in the Danube countries. The
project addresses nutrient pollution of surface gmuind waters from agriculture in the
Lower Danube Basin. It is expected to enhancérémsboundary perspective and involve the
rural communities in the implementation of polluiceduction measures and exchange on
environment friendly farming.

The 12-month project ‘Best Agricultural PracticeMy Farm’ is based on the cooperation
among three partner NGOs: the Black Sea NGO Netw@ulgaria), Earth Friends
(Romania) and the Eco Counselling Center of CaWMdaldova). Each NGO coordinates the
project activities in the home country and BSNNsag main coordinator.

The partners started project activities in earl@@0'Our approach is to directly involve the
farming communities in the process of applying (ede of Good Agricultural Practice
(GAP) thus protecting the waters from nitrate pidio”, says Emma Gileva, project
coordinator. “For Bulgaria and Romania it is a piag stone to EU accession. Environmental
baselines, such as GAP are gaining importance aisnonin standards for agricultural support
payments oentry conditions for participation in agri-enviroent schemes, less-favored area
schemes, quality assurance etc. So farmers inihi€auntries are motivated to learn and be
aware of future obligations and opportunities. Mafd, chairing the Danube Commission in
2006, is developing its own Code in line with thauetry’s commitments to the Danube
Convention and increased involvement with EU pekti

The term Best Agricultural Practice in the Danubegi@nal Project is applied to farming

practices that reduce the risk of pollution fronri@agtural non-point sources. It is used to
describe the conscientious effort on the part omé&s to integrate more environmental
concerns in the day-to-day management of cropsnalsiand agricultural land, so as to
reduce the risk of pollution from multiple smallage discharges. Therefore the project
partners involve the farming communities in takingasures to improve the environment and
promote environment friendly farming.

In the first phase the partners have been involmeitie exchange of information about the
progress of adoption and enforcement of the Cauelseir respective countries. The project
focuses on training the local rural communitiestive application of the rules. It is an
important step highlighting the significance of em@tand rivers for habitat and human health
and putting agricultural activities within the wrdéramework of human impact on the
environment. The approach also includes preparatiod distribution of simple readily
comprehensible brochures about the rules in omleetve as reference materials and raise
awareness among the farming population about patiygroblems and their consequences to
the region.



The media play an active role in the overall prece$ informing the public of the
environmental aspects of farming and the effortprmtect waters from pollution. A media
competition launched to highlight Danube Day addeterest and local color to the
cooperative effort.

Of special interest to the stakeholders are thedwss border visits to Bulgaria and Romania
with itineraries featuring Danube project investinesites and environmental farming
activities. Partners from the three countries tduBdistra Region and other agricultural areas
in Bulgaria in June. They met local stakeholdems asited farmers taking steps to implement
and promote the good agricultural practices. Sorgaroc producers received the visitors and
shared experience in the application of the ecesysapproach. The trip to Romania is
planned for September.

During the second phase the project aims to gel ktekeholders from the rural areas, such
as farmers, farmers’ associations, local authestitiagricultural experts and journalists
involved in promoting the Codes of GAP and alse&laborating voluntary charters of good
practices. The commitments are expected to refleetlocal agricultural, environmental,
social and economic context and the preparedne$® atiral communities for the application
of environmental friendly practices in agriculture.
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